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Am now to examine the Ground and 
I Reaſonableneſs of thole Complaints, 
which have been Whiſper'd abour a- 
mong, us, of my Lord P.... b's being 
Negleded, want of Succours to K. Charles, 
and timely Relief being ſent to Catalonia. 
1 confeſs, under the Management OF 
SOME PEOPLE, who SOME PEOPLE 
weuld fain have in again ; we fuund our 
Allics but too much negle&ted, Alliances 
neettul to the common Good lighted, uſe- 
tul Confederates loft, and lefe ro be with 
vaſt Expence ef Treaſure and Time reco- 
vered again, Fatal Ir ftances whereof, are in 
$1v3y, Bavaria, Portupal, and the Miſe- 
rably Abandon'd Camiſers. 
| am not for Denouncing Judgments, or 
Confining Heavcn to Perſonal Retributions, 
but without doubt, bad our Miniſters of 


State eſpous'd that Cauſe heartily, and 
with the ſame force as now, by the like At- 
tempt in Spain, the Blood: of theſe poor 
People might have been ſav'd or ſpent 
more tof the Service of the General Pro- 
teftant Intereft. 

But this isa vain looking back ; I come 
now tothe preſent Management of things ; 
and when all our Murmuring Malecoatcnc 
Gentlemen have put their Arguments to- 
gether, I muſt tell them they hive the 
Misfortune, that their Matter of Fatt fails 
them And it is the moſt eafhe Task 
in the Wo:jd to prove, that this Spaniſh 
Expedition has not been at all negletted ; 
that let the Succeſs be how it will, more 
has been don*-, than ever has been At- 
te:nptcd in England beture, and as much as 
the Time, the Diftance, the Nature of the 
thing 
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thing and its Circumftances could admit z 
T will add, nay as much has been done, as 
any Wiſe Men could Anſwer tor, and if 
more early Embarkations or Equipments 
had been made, I think the Prudence of 
the Government had been Chargeable with 
the Eyent. 

To come at the Particulars of this Mat- 
ter, we are to conſider the Circumftances 
of Time and Place, and we ſha! find, that 
the Letters Importing ths Succeſs of 
my Lord P..+...b, came to the Gce 
vernment here, but juſt time enough 
to Engage the Parliament, to make Pro- 
= for a Supply, in Aid of that De- 
1 n. 

” am willing to ſuppoſe theſe Complai- 
ning Gentlemen, could not imagine, a 
new Provifion could be made for that 
purpo!le, before an Account could be given, 
what was the Ifſue of the Adventure it 
ſelf. 

The Succeſs there, has been a Prodigy 
beyond all Rational Expettation;z a whole 
Kingdom, anda Principality as big as two 
Kingdoms,havebe'n reduc'd in a few Weeks, 
and to ſuppart them in thoſe Conqueſts 
was our next Buſineſs; 1 would then ask of 
our Gentlemen, if they know what has been 
done towards ſupporting this, and let them 
zf they can, tell us what has been neglefed, 
chat could or might have been done ? 

Firſt,Large Supplies of Money have been 
Remitted in Specie, to ſupply the Occa(i- 
ons of their Troops, and Aliift them to 
form Armies out of the Inhabitants who 
-ame itt to th2m 3 our Common Prints tell 
us of gocro Piftoles, carried by Captain 
Cavendiſh, with two Men of War from 
* Leghorn to King Charles, and of the Crown 
arid Panther Men of War, at another time, 
Landing a conſiderable Sum of Money at 
Denia, tor the Earl of P... þ. 

This leaves thoſe People without Excuſe, 
who ſay, my Lord P.... has been Aban- 
don'd, and that Expedition negletted. 

From the Supplies of Money, we come 
to Supp!ics of Men, Ammuaition and Stores 
and in this Cale, let them tell us a time 
in Englmnd, when ſo many Forces have at 
ſo ſhort a warning, ſv many Ships ſo early 


in the Year been fitted out for any Expe- 
dition whatſoever. 

Here we find Sir Fchy Lile at Sea, 
from Lisbon witl, 13 M-u of Wa, , by the 
20th of March, a Dutck >;13*;0n with Res» 
cruits for the Forces j' Portugs!, and Com- 
modore Price with 6 Men ut War, with 
three Regimen:, , General Officers, and 
Stores for th? Train, jyn'd iim rom Enge 
land, by th- 2d. ct ford; 3 *hicd Convoy 
with more Fe;ucs iro. m reland, Sid from 
thence in= 25th ©. Mareb, and Sir George 
Bing, with a fourth Convoy, and 16 Stout 
Ships, moft of them 70 Gun Ships and up- 
ward, Sailed from Portſmouth the 25tb of 
March. 

Let any Man put all theſe together, and 
tel] me whenever 60 Sail of Men of War, 
for when altogether, they will want few of 
that Number, entred the Straits in April, 
or indeed put to Sea in March. 

Let them Calculate Seaſons, and look in» 
to the Cuſtom of our Admirals, and Exa- 
mine, if they have not always thought it 
unſafe to venture our Great Ships into the 
Ocean, ſo early in the Year as March — 
Nay let them tell us, upon due Conlidera- 
tion of things, whether it is ſafe for Eng- 
Ian, almoſt on any Terms, to hazard the 
Royal Navy in ſo advanc'd a Seaſon, and 
when ever in former days ſuch things haye 
been done. 

Had the uſual! Tempeſtuous Weather 
happen'd, which in theſe Months we gene» 
raly meet with in the Muuth of our 
Channel, taken hold of our Detach'd Squa- 
drons, and ſhatter'd them to pieces 3 how 
would the ſame Mouths hive been full of 
the Indiicretion of our People here, to Ad- 
venture the Nations Strength at ſuch a Sea- 
ſon, and ſend the Engliſh Navy to Fight 
with Winds and Srcas, ard as it were to 
Contend wich God Almighty himl(clf. 

Some who hardly know ihoulon from 
P.rismou:h, 2s ty Scituation, ask this wid 
Queftioh 3 Why ſb-uld nor we be at Sea 4s 
ſoon as the i1c © Fleet? To ſuch I 
am Aot talking, Dit when they have Mea- 
ſur'd the D:ft «tices, I ſhall give them a more 
Dire Anſwer. 

If ic be ObjeQcd, that the Seaſon for 

taking 


taking and keeping the Field in Spain, be- 
ing at the Beginning and End of the Year, 
we ſhould have provided accordingly, are 
to be Anſwer'd, that this being the firſt 
Year of this War, that Queſtion is reſolv'd 
io it ſelf, by cemparing the time between 
the Attempt, or the Succeſs of the Attempt, 
with the Succours ſeat from hence; which 
being Calculated right,it will appear impol- 
{ible to have done it ſooner. 

To ſay they ſhould have been ſent thither 
ftrong enough to have kept the Field, « 
ſaying notking z they have been ſent ſtrong 
enougb to (eize on two Provinces, and have 
not yet been beaten out of one Town of 
Strength, and perhaps if they would thiok 
fit to quit all the Towns they have Gar- 
riſon'd, might ftill have Encamp'd under 
the Cannon of Barcelonz, and have pre- 
yented the Siege, but the hazard is Une» 
qual, and the Prudence of it, would have 
been Ceoſur'd by all the World. 

As to the ſtrength of the Frenehb, it be- 
ing at a Seaſon before they are enter'd upon 
Attioa in other Places ; 'tis plain, you 
could not have Proportion'd your ftrength 
ſv, as to be ſure of keeping the Field, or 
preventing the Siege, fince had your force 
been 20000 Men more, the French with 
but putting off the Siege of Turin, could 
have alſo ſeat 20000 more Men then they 
have. 

So that, turn which way you will in this 
Caſe, it appears to all Unbyaft and Impar- 
tial Judgments, that not only poſſibility as 
to Expedition, but Prudence as to hazard 
pins with the Meaſures taken, to Teſtifie, 
that really nothing has been wanting in 
the - Supplies, neither as to Number or 
Seaſon, for the ſupport of the War in Spain, 
and tle Encouragement of our Brave 


(215) 


Troops there, to do their Duty, in De- 
fence of King Chartes and his juſt Preten- 
CESs 


And fhould the Succeſs of things there 
not Anſwer our ExpeRation, I cannot ſee 
the Goverament can be lyable to any Re- 
fleQion, or Chargeable with any Miſman- 
nagement, all poſſible Efforts having been 
made, to Succour, Relieve, and Support 
our Troops, and to enable them to puſh 
on their Cooqueſts to the delir'd Effett. 

And after all we do not yet ſee, that 
our Supplies ſhall not be cime enough 3 
we find by our Advices, Sir Foby Lake with 
30 Ships of the Line of Battle enter'd the 
Srraights, and reſolv'd direatly for Barce- 
lone ; if the Winds ſhould lock him up, 
and he cannot come in time, who will theſe 
Gentlemen Charge with that, at whoſe 
Door will they lay the Partiality of a Le- 
vant ? If God Almighty governs the Ele- 
ments, no Man is accountable for ftaying, 
when he forbids to $23 but if the Prince of 
the Air be concern'd, and have it at all in his 
Power, we have indeed the leſs to bope for, 
fince I cannot by . any of the Common 
Rules of Judging, End he is yet come into 
the Confederacy. 

But what now ? Tf our Fleet ſhould come 
time enough to Relieve the Town, and 
Monſeigaeur Tholouſe, ſhould quit to us the 
Watery Campaign, as I cannot apprehend 
any thing but contrary Winds to hinder ; 
How blank will all theſe Complainers look ? 
How fooliſh all their Suggeftions? How 
weak their Deſigns to divide and Diſcou- 
rage us? whichas it is an Event,cannot now 
be long Undetermia'd; I leave any farther 
Remark on it, till che certainty of things 
ſhall appear- 


M 1iSCELLANEA 


Mr. Review, 
NV the laft Faſt Day in tbe mug bang 
th: 23d of Match, about 4 (Quarte! pt 
Eight a Clock, and 4 clear Srar-Iight Night, 


being abroad in the Fields, 1 perceivd an 
——_ Light in the Air, but brighteſt 10- 
wards tbe Horizon full North, as near as 1 
could gueſs z baving look'd a8 is ſome while, 1 - 

perceiug.. 


